Clinicopathological characteristics and prognosis of schistosomal colorectal cancer.
The aim of the present study was to investigate the clinicopathological characteristics and prognostic factors of schistosomal colorectal cancer. A total of 74 consecutive schistosomal colorectal cancer patients who underwent curative surgery from July 2009 to July 2012 were included in this study. The clinical and pathological characteristics of all 74 patients were analysed and univariate and multivariate analyses were performed. This study demonstrated positive correlations between the site of deposition of schistosomal eggs and certain essential variables. Depositional site of schistosome eggs, carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA) level and the pathological N and T stages were statistically significantly correlated with overall survival (OS). The pathological T stage and the CEA level were independent prognostic factors for OS. The site of deposition of schistosome eggs was positively correlated with the T and N stages, tumour size, the CEA level and the resection margins. Schistosome eggs might be associated with tumorigenesis. The site of deposition of schistosome eggs was statistically significantly correlated with OS but it was not an independent prognostic factor for OS. It was, however, correlated with the depth of the tumour. The presence of schistosoma eggs at the margin did not affect the patient's prognosis or anastomotic healing. The existing standard surgical approach was equally applicable to schistosomal colorectal cancer. It was not necessary to expand the scope of surgical resection.